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With groundbreaking advances in medicine and health care, Americans are
living longer and achieving more. Many seniors are using a lifetime of ex-
perience to serve those around them. Even after decades of hard work, men
and women are taking on new roles after retirement—organizing, educating,
innovating, and making sure they leave the next generation with the same
opportunities they had. It is a commitment that shines brightly in programs
like Senior Corps, which connects more than half a million people to serv-
ice opportunities from coast to coast.

As older Americans strive to lift up their neighborhoods, my Administra-
tion is working to make sure they get the tools they need to make a dif-
ference. We are helping more seniors get involved in volunteer service and
give back to those around them. We are also finding new ways to make
sure seniors live with dignity as full members of their communities—from
improving access to health care to broadening employment opportunities.
And to ensure older Americans have resources they can count on, my Ad-
ministration will continue to protect and strengthen Medicare and Social
Security not just for this generation, but also for those to come.

Our seniors deserve the best our country has to offer. This month, we pay
tribute to the men and women who raised us, and we pledge anew to show
them the fullest care, support, and respect of a grateful Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2013 as Older
Americans Month. I call upon all Americans of all ages to acknowledge the
contributions of older Americans during this month and throughout the
year.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8972 of April 30, 2013
Law Day, U.S.A., 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a Nation, we are bound together not by the colors of our skin, the tenets
of our faith, or the origins of our names. What unites us as Americans is
our allegiance to an idea articulated more than two centuries ago: that ““all
men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness.” In the years since that declaration, we not only forged a Republic
of, by, and for the people; we also set ourselves to the task of perfecting
it, and bridging the meaning of those words with the realities of our time.

This Law Day, we look back on our long journey toward equality for all.
We reflect on the Emancipation Proclamation, issued by President Abra-
ham Lincoln 150 years ago to mend a Nation half-slave and half-free under
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the unifying promise of liberty. We remember when Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., stood in Lincoln’s shadow a century later and gave voice to a
dream, sounding the call for an America that truly lives out the meaning
of its founding creed. We honor the courageous men and women who
fought to bring those ageless ideals of freedom and fairness into the rule
of law—from the Civil Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act to Title IX and
the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Even now, that work is not yet finished. Opportunity remains painfully un-
equal for too many among us; justice too often goes undone. Law Day is
a chance to reaffirm the critical role our courts have always played in ad-
dressing those wrongs and aligning our Nation with its first principles. Let
us mark this occasion by celebrating that history, upholding the right to
due process, and honoring all who have sustained our proud legal tradi-
tion.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, in accordance with Public Law 87-20, as amended, do hereby
proclaim May 1, 2013, as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to ac-
knowledge the importance of our Nation’s legal and judicial systems with
appropriate ceremonies and activities, and to display the flag of the United
States in support of this national observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8973 of April 30, 2013
Loyalty Day, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In the centuries since America broke from an empire and claimed inde-
pendence, our people have come together again and again to meet the chal-
lenges of a changing world. We have reinvented our cities with advances
in science and reformed our markets with new understanding of the forces
that guide them. We have fought for freedom in the theater of war and ex-
panded its reach during times of peace. We have revamped and recovered
and remade ourselves anew, mindful that when times change, so must we.
But with every step forward, we have reaffirmed our faith in the ideals that
inspired our founding. We have held fast to the principles at our country’s
core: service and citizenship; courage and the common good; liberty, equal-
ity, and justice for all.

This is our Nation’s heritage, and it is what we remember on Loyalty Day.
It is an occasion that asks something of us as a people: to rediscover those
ageless truths our Founders held to be self-evident, and to renew them in
our own time. We look back to Americans who did the same, from genera-
tion to generation—citizens who strengthened our democracy, organizers
who made it broader, service members who gave everything to protect it.
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